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This chain letter was e sudden inspiration, born out of an erticle ?elling
of similer prbjects {n Britein, When it was started, there was no precedent to
+tell how it would succeed. £ list of ten fans was included, glong nith‘pre— .
~mddressed labels, and a note indicating that the letter was to be meiled to_tne
sddresses from one to another. The following fans wrote letters in the chain:

Joe Gilbert
Earry Warner, Jr.
Julius Unger
Lrt Viidner, Jr.

Bob Tucker

Donn Breazier 2 Phil Schumann
Roy Eunt
Joe J, Fortier
Tom wright

& Forrest J Ackernan

The letter venished into the meilbox, ard for some time no word ceme coi-
cerninz it. 'Then eceme & brief note fram widner, and a line from Warner. Just
when tracers were about to be send out, & bulk: envslone returned o the orig-
inator. The two-page letter that had berun the chain had zrowm to a thirty-paze
menuscript, with pictures and other itenis eccompanying it.

With the exception of the photos and cdravings, ther letters are reproducsed
here exactly as received. Typogrephicel errors are faithfully reproduced, and
of course a few have been added in cutting the stencils. almost the only con-
cession to spece limits has been to copy some of the letters in elite type in-
dteaé¢ of the pica in vhich they wers written. Also, R0y Hunt'!'s letter was com-
pletely handwritien, in a seript which defied copying, so it zppears in tyve as
a concescion of originality to necessity. Art Widner Jr.'!'s letter appeared in
two colors, and the second coloring is shown by underlining in this reproductic .

Cilbert, Unger, .idner Jr., Tucker, Brazier and ..right enclosed photos, of
themselves, their families, =nd other subjects; such as a pic "Taken on Iepetus,
June 3, 2040," by .risht, e 3Buck Rogers comic strip teken by Tucker, end &
Draculenstein pic of Fortier, Roy Hunt sent four onhotostats of his draswings.
Hither Fortier or “right enclosed a sketch of a monstrous Fortier about to de-
vour & fly labeled "Ryt™; .ickerman put in e copy of his stickers pamphlet, "Such-
stuffery,” and Tom .Tight sent along an originel space-flight drewing. Wright
also drew & picture on the envelope for the last meiling, and this picture ap-
pears es the cover of this issue.

This publicetion is being undertzken in order to meke available to the gen-
eral fan public the contents of tluis interesting series of letters, which is
probably unicue in americar fzanlam.

Published =t CQV.INTRY, Box 545), Metropolitan &taticn, Los ingelss, California.
Letter started, finishsed, anl publiske® by arthur Louis Jocuel, II. Price, 10¢.
(1941)  We meserve the risht to refuse any rubscription, purchase or exchange.
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March 25, 1941
Los Angeles,
Californise

Dear Fellow Fan:

I am sitting in my easy cheir, apd my radio is roaring forth the finaie of
Tschaikowsky's "Francesce da Rimini," and I heave just laid aside the latest Fusurit:
War Digest, in vhich I read about the British "serial letter," which is goiag itre
rounds of the tight little isle's fans. Ané I thought, ‘why not try it over herct !

So I have laid aside stencils of SPICULA #2, anc prcofe of the April T M -
Digest, and much mail that needs answering, including one to Harry Warner Jr., who I
hope will hear from me before he reads this, to try to start just such a seriel
letter.

I'd like it as a sort of get-together place for fans., For myself, Ih. vir
tually a newcomer to fandom. I've read sbout the rest of you fellows and egals. T
hope to meet a lot of you at Denver. But, in the meantime, how about it? Will you
write something—long or short, as you wish—on the bottom of this sheet, or add
another page, and mall it to the next person? Surely the 3 or 6 cents it will cost
won't break you. And if we get it back in a reasonable time, we'll publish it in
panphlet form.

If' you want to include photos, stickers, clippings, or anything else, do
g0, Tack 'em to your writing, or label them, so those¢ who follow will know who in-
closed it.

And vho am I, who am starting this leotter? OK, I'11 tell you. A new fan,
but an old reader. My first stf was a 19238 Amazing with Dr. K¢ller's “Revolt of the
Pedestrians®™ (which I still have, inciduntally). “Maza of the Moon" in Argosy was
one of the next I remember, and from then till now I have read rather sporadically,
but have never lost interest.

Discovering real fandom late last year, I am now trying to mske up for
lost time in the fan-publishirg field, Printing, publishing, journalism of any sort,
are my mein interests, and my first publications, which I still have, are dated
1928, Some earlisr ones are lost.

Am interested in music (all kinds, but classical most of 211}, composing,
conducting; occultism; astronomy; archaecology; palacontology; Charles Fort's works;
graphology; world peace; Lovecraft; and oh, any number of things! Dislike movie
(with some exceptions), affected people bright lipstick, and rabid reformcrs. Any
commnications pro or con on the cbove will be more than welcomcd, and answcrcd £33
promptly &s our publications schedule will permit.

This i3 a most boring way to start such a project, I realizec. I hopc L
rest of you can do better., Want to tell your pet opinions? Me, f'rinstence, T don'i
think I'm golng to like "The Stolen Dormouse® in ASTOUNDING. I think De Camp should
gtick to beer stories. Want to make something of it?

Now the music is Beethoven's Violin Concerto. I really feel sorry for
music lovers in the east. When I was there I didnft hear any good rusic at zll, Here
in LA, if you know the stations to tune, you can get six full hours of classical
nusic every day! Think of it! One-fourth the dey, and sometimes more. Vhat a para-
dise for music-lovers this is.

I've got to get back to stencil-cutting, and prepare to meil this out. So,
until 1t comes traipsing back into my mailbox, here!'s how! to all of you.

Fantastically jours Q’/“
. WJ: ﬂ

1426 W 38 St  Los Angeles U
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3600 Grand St.
Columbie, So. Car.
April 2, '41.

Dear Friendsand Fellow Dopes:

This is being written while sitting here in bed surfering fraom o
variation of the fabled growing pains -- the doc tells me that my
6! 1" was atteined too rapidly for my health, and that I gotte star in
bed for a week to permit my health to catch ups So I took my type—
writer, two packages of envelopes, 2 box containing 500 sheets of 2C .
bond that I still owe 45¢ for, a box of DFF stationziy, unenswered
letters fram Widner, Lew Martin, Thompson, a gal fan named Virginia
Allen — leer, legr — Emrys Evens, Art Sehnert, Chauvenet, Pogo -~
drool, drool -- Phil Schumenn, Speer, and Perdue, a copy of SPACELAYS
(dime fram 303 Bryan Place, Hagerstown, Maryland), three copies of
FANTASY FICTION FIEID (nickel per copy from J. Unger, 1702 Dahill
Road), and an old FANFARE, which can be obtained for the tenth part of
e dollar from Art Widner, Box 122, Bryantville, liass., (Psssst! Hey!
THE SOUTHERN STAR 1s pretty good, too!), e dictionery, e bottle of ink,
& fountain pen, a blotter, a box of stickers, a book on grapaclogy, a
large wall mirror that supports this typer, a midget Philco Transitone
radio, end about twenty feet of aeriel, and, uh -- oh, yeah — myself,
to bed. Phewww! That,my friends, was not & naragraph, not 2 book
length novel, but a sentence., It occurs to me, too late, to title it:
"o, sMoskowitz, and grammar as she 1s writ." Would that bloodthirsty
hunting c¢ry I hear be H. C. Koenig?

Really, fellows, I think dis guy Art hes got himself & pretty
clever idea. He's got a couple of swell fanzines, too, in case you
don't know. Have vou secn SPECULA, SUN TRAILS, 4and FuZ. If you
haven't, it seems a right nice idea to me, to enclose two dimes for all
thrce when you add your bit to the¢ causu:w .

Art sez that that by proper tuning you can get six full aours of
classical music per day down in little ole Los Angeles. Gac! Faradise,
That's what it is. Peradise, We had e little station down here in
South Carolina that used to play some really fine recorded music, even
if they did play "The Light Calvery Overture" every day on a hali-hour
program of classioal music, It was inevitable. It was fate. AL s

point in thet program the announcer would szy, "We turr now to heaw
the 'Light Calvery Overture'. He never useé any other form of intro-
duction for the music save, ™"We turn now to --", Ho did so much Lurn-

ing he must've been awfully dizzy when that pregras wes over. He suic
sounded dizzy.

They played that one record so often that the horses broke under
the strain, end had to be lugged the rest of the way by the calverymens

3vt that station has gone on the NBC bluc network now, and the
cnly rocorde@ music I heer nowadays is: “0Oh, whaddaye know, Joe., I
don’t kaovw nothin' . . WU



It has just occurred to me that the gbove passage could be givgq a distinctly
verson avplicetion by enyone desirous-of so doing. Consider the subject hastily

chenged.

Personally, I think "The Stolen Dormouse" is the best thing L. Sprague De Cemp
has written since "Lest Darkness Fall"., And it is my opinion that Doc (Super-
colossal Smitty) Smith, stinks, stinks, stinks. Heh! That ought to get a rise out
of some of youso guys. Of course, if harf-pressed, I'll admit that he dossn't
really stink ot oll.

He just emells,

Ané vhat de you fellows think of the latest COMET? Ir you wentn know what I
think of it you're refered — believe there's another "r% in that -- to the next
FANTASITZ. Of couwse you don't wanta know, but, then, you'll went to see the next
FANIASITR, anyway. It's a swell fonzine. Don't have the address in the mouatainous
pile cluttering up this bed, but I know a very nice guy who ccn supply it. ir.
Warner . . .7

The COMET I'm refering to above is not the very excellent fonzine, but the pro
meg. I vcte that we give Joe Teortier a cuarter page to extol the virtues of COMET,
and Tom Viright anoslher querter page to tell us sbout DAWN. And since all of us save
Hunt are connected in some way with a fanzine, why not follow the same procedurse all
the way 'round? Hunt could tell us ebout the CFS end the Denvention, and the rest
of youse could just shoot bull about what rotten tripe you put out. Seriously, it
seems like a good idea to me.

Here's & debatahle item that I hed plenned for SLAN!-DER, but for such decent
chappies . . .

W. B. IlcQueen -- whom we chall henceforth call Mac -- thinks thet lierritt ic
not too busy to wrlte another novel, but afraid to! You know that when you rear e
Merritt tale today in one of the Liunsey reprint megs, you meke allowances foz the
glow movemsnt of the story because that was the style in them thor days. So 4
the average reader, even 1If he is & dumb cluck, and he's almost ‘-otain to ba.
In these days vhen stories start off with a bang, sometimas witn %wo dangE, 29d
whistle down the stretch at sbout five hundred wer minute, suppose Abe were o
vrits a new story with the same slow pace s hig 0ld ounes. It wouvld be full of
besutiful description, exquisite phrasing, and some damn geod wriiing. But -- 4
this is the point -- would it please the aversge reader, who hur-ls the mag asrsu:
the rooin in boredom if the harrassed hero stops to remove a rock from his shoe”
Herritt cdoesn't know, and he's afraid of ruining his reputation by risking a nsw
novel. The short story he'll have FNN soon, is just a feeler. If it goes over wel.
enuf he mizht chance that novel; 1f it doesn't, we'll doubtless never sec another
Merritt bLodk.

Layray, thet's how Mac and The Columbie Camp sees it., '/hat do YOU think?

Sykorn is . Ho's elsc a —, and a g

Gilbert is =2 gcnius.
Famous gquctatiors from the lifss Sf grest men -— Harry Jenkine, Jr.: "Jhat
did one coce-ccla say to the other coes-cola? Hi, Dopa!t Haw! haw! hew! Abrrrr-

rrrrrr! Koff, koiff.

A Teu personel nctes in closing: Herry, that article will be in next week.,
I'm efraid I wen't be able to gebt one out of Les aTter all, Hs's working now, end



howse mbout dropping me a line of comment on the STAR? JTulic - did you know that
you resurhied ¥Wiily Ley? Only you're a bit better looking. Joe — an mailing you
a lenvter today. Domr~—-how do you do; I'm quite hepyy to knew you., Wanta trade

T TFROUNIERS for the STAR? “Roy~~=-as—an-ertist,. 0ld-men, you're the best in the field,

- v r i 4 |
is very busy. Art .~ where in all hades ere my NPFY sticliams? Bob ; Tom, Forrie -

There's e pieture enclosed., I suggest that all of uc eunclose one, elong vith a
_sampie-of cur sticksrs, 1f any.

Did I hear somecne say sticlkers? Ahhhhhhhhhhhhh!

Joseph Citbart
€o-tdsor, The Southern Star
Sewerary, LAwe Famugy P oderation
%09 Grand Gg. (alllnb;d‘ Zo. Cae,

STHE COLUMBIA CAMP”
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I sink leering thru the floor. A'bas Gilbert!

Histericallyours.

)
ot
{7 // Josepil Gilbezt.



503 Brien Place,
Hagerstiown, leryland.
April 10, 1941.

Dear Dopes:

A fine idea! yes, indeed. So fine, in fact, that I thini it should be per-
petusted somehow, somewey, beyond its present limits of just one letter from each
perscon-on the list, So, & few sugzestions as to how to keew iv going might not
be amiss, to begin with.

The mosht logical and siiplest plan would be this: each fan on the list write
and add his letter to the ever-ircreasing bunch, es Art J suggested originally,
The.l. when the bunch of letters finally gets around to Ackermen (the last few nemes
or the list will Lave to pay not a little postage!) he'll add his letter, of courre,
wrnd send 211 ~f *hose he recoived, together with his owvn, on to Art J--but, omit
tl.e originel ietter from Art J which sterted the thing off. Then Axt willi write
another one, and rall ths whole pack, except for Gilbert's, on to Joe, Joserhus
will write a new one, send all of them on to me, but leave out my owa. See? That
way, there’ll always be one letter from each fan on the list in the envelope, each
timo it gets around to a fan there'll be nothing but brand-new letters which he's
never read before, and he'll get fifteen or so letters every now and then and have
to weite only one. As 1 say, that would be simplest. Its only hitch is that ihe
letters which would be taken out by each fan &s the chain-lsiter started its second
trip around the circuit would be scattered all over the nation and wouldn't be 211
in one place.

Another idea would be the most obvious: merely to let this ona rin its coupse,
end then start a new one. But then unless someone published the complcocto orisrnal
one, no one would know what everyone had to say. nother thousht that occurrst O
me was to have each fan type with a hekto ribbon or carborn, thus making for sinmrle
publication when the thing is done. But by the time it went tnc wounds they!'d pcob-
ably be pretty well smesred up, so that idea isn't very bright, -ithaer. So--what
do the rest of you think? You'll have to decide by the time this gets back vo Art
J; I suggest each one getting this indicate his preference, and Ackerman can tubu-
late the votes. Remember: the two things we want are & means of kcening this :oing
on and on, and some way of each fan knowing what was in every letter written tu iv.

But, to other things. There's hardly any use for me to get into a descrintic
of myself, T trust that you who will reccive this have hcard of me before, an® I
shrink from even the thought of sppearing so ezotistical as to imaginc someone inte:
ested in me. My opinions--well, that's s different matter altogether.

Oh, .ard you feel sorry for us in the Bast because you, Lrt J, can 38t six
hours of recorded music if you know how to tune in Lo3 Angeles? I sneer. And
I sneer agein. And yet a third time I speor, this tiase *wirling my moustache...hey.
welt a minute, I don't wear a moustache. I kunew I'd forgutisr to shave, but I Aidn't
wnow it was quite this bad. Well, anywsy, I:ve heard six hours of recorded swii-
phonic music without a bresk meny a time, and without kaving to tuue, either. Ten
te one it's better than yours in Los Angeles. Vhere? Well, up in New York Civy,
therec's a station which is as far as I know unique in this country. It's She only
vrivately owned, comsercial, station which broadcasts nothiag but "eulturel™ prog-
rams. And those prograns are abcut 90% symphonic music--recordcd, mostiy, hut
some live tazlent, toc. The station in WOXR, it is on 1560 kec., and comes in hore
in Hegerstowa most of the evenings from 7 on, sometimes with near-locul volume,
although it's no® particularly powerful. Occesionally, too, it may be heerd sarlier
in the day, althcugh not es a goneral rule, I reuacmber one Suadey efterucon whel
I was feced with the most difficuli decision ofnmy life--whebher to got the New York



Philhermonic, or & recorded complete performancc of Wagner's The Vallkyrie, which
was coming in over WQZR. That, at 3 o'clock, is the eerliest I ever remenber re-
ceiving it, though. Anywey, are you satisfied that Californisa doesnft hgve a Copy-
right on good music? You'd better bel (The only one this information is likely
to do any good is Widner, for no one else who'll get this lives close enough to
regeive it, except Unger who undoubtedly knows. But maybe it'll be news to Art i)

Incidentally, don't believe Joe's story about the plece of rmusic which haunted
him., If he'd heard it that often he'd know it's Light Cavelry: Calvery was where
another rather celebreted event transpired. Yes, I know "traonspired" isn't supuvosec
to be used like thet, but where would we be if the Znglish langnege didn't chenge?

Mr, Warner reports thet The address of that indisputably sxcellent fan megazi
Fantesito, is 224 W, 6th St., Hastings, Minn. Want to make something out of it?

Ané. hz's also like to say that Spaceways will be & wee mits late this time.
It711 be oat before the first of lay {I'll cross fingers as soon a3 I'm finished
tynine) end so all but the first two or three to get this will havoe received it.
But it'1l save Julius and Art and maybe Bob from wondering whether their coples got
lost, First person singular end the flu or grippe or something met up and £, p. s.
crecked under the strain. It's the first late iscsue in more than & yeer, so I
suppose it won't change the course of Buture history too much.

To Julius: gled you finally founf a fen mag reviewer, and thisfll enswer your
postal of a few wecks past. Looks like Fentasy News ain't no morec, and so It'm now
at last free fram the strain of each Wednesday digging up all the faun magazines of
the pest weeok and tryving to think of something original to say about them. I'11l
let you have what news items turn up eround here, although I cen't guarentce thoytll
be many, and glad you arrangcd for the ad all right. Kcep FFFWkly coming--it!s re-
ally swell!

So is Spaceways, Or hed you gucssed?

Why is it that when ono wants to say anything effeetive, he put it into @
paragraph all by itsclf? If 1t's effcctivo, it should standm out anyway, and if
it isn't coffective 1t'11 just look silly. We'll continuc doing it, I supwosc.

One of my correspondents (not on the list to receive this) is mad at L. Sprosue
because "The Stolen Dormouse" is written #sort of like he was making fun of story-
writing itself or something." And that's just whet I like about it. As a stoiy,
1t'1l probably be remembered in about the same class with X--heck, I can't remeube.
the title; the one in Unknown about the congquered earth under e sort of foeudal sys-
tem: not a masterpiece, but swell entertainment. YLhat scene ir the first install-
ment--the only part I've read--where the hero goes into tie ballroom with the swipe
pants bears just the same relation to Romeo & Juliet as, I'm told, the ostricies in
Fantasia resemble ballet dancers doing the Dance of the Hours. (I've not secn Far
tasia--1t probably won't come to this burg, and if I had a chanec to go to Phila-
delphia or Baltimore or Washington, I'm afraid I'd¢ spend my time with fans rather
than a £film.) Another thing about de Camp--notice how standardized his heroes heve
become? They used to be rather different, but now the main cheracter in one story
could pass for eny of them: they all react the same, act the same, think the same,
end the heroes of the Mathematic of Megic series, The Stolen Dormouse, and his col-
laboration with someone in the first Super Science Novels--all are the same guy ex-
cept in name. It hasn't gotten tiresome to me, either, Hubbard's slightly simi-
lar heroes weren't real like de Camps, somehow.

By the way,youwte doubtless notited I'm using both sides of the paper. I re-
commend we all do this; postasge is going to be pretty high by th: time this goes



the rovnds, end for everyone to use one «ide only of the paper would make 1t ewful.

I dunno e&bout the Merritt tusiness. Oneé more thing which may be holding him
back o little--where would he place the novel after it was finished? Argosy is
not the magazine it was vhen he was selling his stories to it, you know;it's become
1ittle better thanthe average pulp, and enjoyable a little only for its veriety.
Oh, they'd probably accept a new Merritt serial for the nane, but they couldn't
pay him the rates to vhich he's been accustomed, I fear, and just mizht not take
it, Too, Argosy appears to be in rather bad shepe these days, and it's posuible
it just wouldn't be any longer when he got a story done. That leaves only the
two Munsey reprint magazines and they're only one Munsey reprint ms:czine now.
Miss Gnaedinger isn't even buying shorts any more; where would she find dough %o
pay the near-$1,000 Merritt would almost certainly demand for a lonz novel? Which
leaves as the only other possible market, out of all the hundreds of vulps and
slicks on the stands, publication in book form and just possibly Blue Book. Mue
Book looks of rather high quality to me, but I don't reed it and so dou't know.

O0f coursgse, A. Merritt just might alter his style to fit the pulp rsjuirements of
today end still be able to turn out a great yarn, but I doubt that he'd risk that.
On the whole, I consider it & combination of fectors--that which I've mertionud,
vhat Gilbert brings un, his lack of time, and just possibly his knowledpe that hs
doesn't need the money he'd get from the story end a lack of incontive towrite it
for thet reason,

I might as well edd thet I'm running for President of the FAPA mnd whall ex-
pect overyone to vots for me, If you get this before June and I've not mentioned
it, don't you think I maneged to kecp from wrecking the organization the last twelve
months and should be given & chance et a position where I won't have to do any work
as revard? Thank you very much.

Sorry, but I'll not include eny photo, I've searched anc seavchud, and can't
find one. Ges, you lucky guys. Meybe this will mcan the success of this chein let-
ter, at any rate.

A few stickers are pasted on. I can't edd as many as CGilbort, bui if everyons
puts threc or four on Jogquel is going to have one beautiful colloction of sticksrs.

Lre you ever going to get the dummy for Bonfire down here and ansuer my lest
19 letters, Art W?

Well, this should give et lesst some opportunity for discussion. One last
thing: if anyone who gets this douen'+t wens to carry on with his end of it, will
he plesese send it along to th3s rasr sy vick @ brief note to that ¢ffect? TFloesso
don't ruln it after it's gottsr onis fer.

Love end kissci.
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1702 Dahili RG.
Brooklyr, .Y,
tpril 17, 1941

Deear Dopea ead Mellow Fans,

Lrt Joquel~-or is your name really Billy Rose- you sceim tp typify his
brusous efficiocusness und cepebilitities-I sclute you for the srand’ work in the TMZ
field in the short space of time you've been active. ) 1 _

£nd now this chein letter- Wow Art if you had put a dime in 1T or mayoe &
dollar. Oh well, thoss days are gone foraver i'm afraid. Joe you shoulan't sperd so
much of your time in bed even with FFF. It breeds fomiliarity arnd you know the old
seying. Well I wont stemd for that. .

I've seen Willy Ley in New York scveral times, I'll have to cell you up
sometime and explein things clearly. You must hove bad ecyesight. Whit wes your
dreft clessification.

About Merritt now- I've hed some interosting correspondemce with him i
the past year and the only reason he hesn't worked on & novel is no: boccuse i
doesn't want the money, not because he's afreid to write his type of yarn, not 5e-
ceuse he's too busy, but becruse ho's been in a convalescocnt stngo for several
months., He's even now recuperating in Floride from a throat cilmont. He's on his
vaoation, and he's ‘teken along his work on the American Weekly. He does ell his
editing from there, and still finds time to work one short story for F.F.i. He
proriised thet to Mary Gneedinger because they were!nt allowed to reprint his "Woman
0f The Wood",.So there.

Joe- - = - - - You handsame shiek!

Now Herry-- Fantasy News, you should know, has just changed hands again.
Taurasi will edit and publish it in the future.

Wait until you guys see Dolds cover for the next "Cosmic®. FFF No. 28
will cerry the preview. Also Forte's fifst cover on the next Future Fiction is some-
thing to look forward to.

llost of you have expressed wonder as to how the Cevil FFF goes out prompt-
ly every week and how it's done for five cents per copy. If you only knew! Well here
go®es,

(Mondey) First Tgather fan news from the numerous fan letters I rcceivs during the
week, then I contact one of the publishing houses, say Street and Smith, and get a
preview cover, also details of issue stories illustrated ect. Taks cover to pho-
tographer and have negative made., Take negative to my special printer and have him
run off 100 copies, ALL that tekes time and money, and we still heven't got FFF done.
(Wednesdey) Doc Lowndes comes to the house and we stencil the firsi- two pagos, leav-
ing room for news fleshes.
(Thursday) I pick up ell necescary items for the actual mimsographing of FFF, such
&s papor, stencils, ink, ect.
(Saturdeyilorning) I go to Doc Lowndes house end stencil the last two pages. We thon
check over the stencils, if 0.K we go to press. Johnny Michel runs off 300 copies
in less then half an hour, Unger peys, sh! sh! Unger tekes FFF home saturday after-
noon, But, cen wes mmil FFF yet? NO! But saturday night is deedline , so we &ll get
to work. My wife, myself ¥ and my beby, My wife staples and addresses FFF, my son
stamps the coples and I check off the nos. on the subseription 1list. Is FEF reedy
for mailing yet? Of course not, the main featurc has becn left out. The pictures!
Unger rushes out and picks up the picturaes. If thev!re rvady. More morney in the
wastebacket, comes back to the housesnd another licking orzy is on. This ¥ine we
all Join in , my wife, my beby end I. Finally about 12 midnight FFT is completed.



| h | I

\ ¥ -'b uny _ll f ", ¢ § ]
Unger 1s duped amein. FTIT gors oub completed at e cost of $10-15 dollers; and oh

vhet woe returns come in. But then I zusss we =1l krow the story, ehill
I use only one sticker on my stationary so es not to dezzls my corres-—

pondente end here it is = .
f JoLius UNGER
! FANTASY FICTION FIELD !
| 17924 Ouhii} Ruia, Bruum)(n, MY, |

Also o family picturs,

e

“Hov Joguel you asked for i%,

Faneticelly Yours
Julius Ungex
FrE
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April 21st
L9 4 1

Creetliips, oons:

At last! Double goody with marshmellov onn top!

Just 15 minutes ago I Tinally slobbered on the last blCLeT
on Joe Gilbert!s envelonec and ;6 Fanfare ias a thinv of the

past. Those of you wio receive it please how your 1vud and

stand in 1lcn0ﬂ for a moment in memory oi the colossal task
I have JUSU oonpleted Lt may not lool: like nmueii, dbut I did
it all nmyself coming down from a $200 direct orooasu pitto
macihine to a measly $3.95 Filmograph, and I don't think the

dron in the quality of the mag compares witl: the drop in the
price of the duplicator, Also bear in nind that you are re-
ceilving the equal of SEVEIF'Y SIK LARGE SIZE PAGH FAITIAG
That 1s based on the amount of labor-put into it, of course,

since, to get enough readahle COpTCo, L Did to Lyne tiio mas
ters Tor every page. I wonder wiio else besides AclieTaan
Would nave bothered. Bub cnoush ~- Art J no doubt -has fig~

ured I nave a tremendous miske, (ID: starting now, hc eng-
lish language has a new iaproper noun, “mislie’’, meaning ego.
Pronounced to riyme with whiskey)

Kidding agide (but only for a momenty) L really
aw proud to have ny nane included on a list ofTiinia a new
fah wislies to make the accuaineance of vihom of whoii,

Yes, Art J, you are to be nhilghly counlin

on your beginnings in fandom, I wish every new fair bera
the sawe viay, instead going thru the almnst mnevitu%le
perina of publishing o drivel sheet, Your L, DICGEST is
souetillng that should have been done long ago. Unger,
nyseaf and several othero Aave had it ;aind bub never gotT
around to doing anything about it, uowever, I sugiest
thet it be changed to buA DICEST, (pronounced "fenz”) to
avold confugion with “femmes?, and tﬁus take on the alr
of & contraction of ”fan21ne““ thnus rving at one an

ceupionious and Aokermanipulating purpoue

L can't eanter the Ztolen Dorimouge controversy,
as L am an Yevolved” fan, one who no longer roddas or buys
the pros, as all his tine is taken up with purely Tan act-
ivinizs,

The DIFT gtationary would be tuite nredthy 1T
toverentt for that “tatile taie gray', ILhn not vrying

Lo dinsult Pogo either.



Dy -all. means everybody use uLoth sides of peper, Thc Doste
is up to 6¢ now, and will no doubt be consideranle vl i%
gets to tne last guy on the list, Ackerman,

AL Times Joe CGllvert's snelling can he as amuzing as The
Sun bpotters! (which ig a powerful simile.) Joe used piob-
ally”™ Thruout the entire last installment of Sienider,
Heclk, I've no doubt that one could get all ths clausicel
music he wanted any time in uay arc ol ©he country, Ltv
no doult I could get gim hours OJ it witoout the least biT
of twouble if I tried, Bogton radlo sgecunedunles Jlﬂt e
clasplcal programs, hoth direct and transcribed, ul you
see Inlike my syiing programs toos It ue eO to he Lun oeher
vay arouwnl before L saw Fante asia. I used to say 5 g is
wing bv* T like the classics Goo," Ifow i Tﬂﬁk{'#c Lsd sucl
an efrect on a barbarian like ne, you guys sure Contt vent
to @iss 1t. Notice I always say bantﬂﬂwa viiien 1 mentione
it, %hatt!sc because thers's just absolutely no gyronyit Lor
L6, +Calling it TPl moyiwEm movie’, or ‘fcarloniltt Goes
not describe it®*all, Nor does merc ’”yL01ony Galke 1% gll
in. ZItle a super-sy;ﬂhonv of art and sound, The rvoreﬁt
ore couvld come to des orlolng it would he to say uviet t's
a ”D»”P ey masterplece,

Cnu‘dﬂ't find any reccent anaps
""" Sing couple of ancient on
ihou 'uuiqb” I'm holding in on
tlie camp mascodb, Q net povogpl
itead saild tney d never near
believe 1t unvil scveral of ug
for orool, Usu dJ]y a porey Vil
¢uilis in anything that is so
uponn hin, Ah, L jyst found an
lon’iing pguy is Earl Singlcton
am tue one whieih is naking llL
dey ve moved the gals Trom the
dear old Skylari of WooWoc. O

us

iat rcnlqd“ me that the pore
heaven, and its place
~ann1n“ 135 V8, which L
to Denver even if we do lay
Tor the FooFoo Svecial
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bt; will rytcha ryt soon, Yo letta is nearin the Ltop ol he
Dile, Donn: Whynchu run For Memship bord in the IFNF any-
Low? Roy: Thanx again for the wonderiul pic you sent me, by
I gave it Lo Barl for Hepsnthe, and I guegs L'l never see lu
aGalu. If you can forrlve'ﬁgu T sure could use sonebiiag el
hy you, Fanfare goes, rimeo noxt iggue, thru v geacrous ne%y
of Russ Chauvenet and Jack Bell, 2j: ')tcha card today,r and
will ryteha & eventually, Gebting Iairy out all Dy sine lone-
soile pubt me abouwt 40-letters behind on OOTE””’UJQLWCC (tlhatts

an hyperbole, either,

hHut actuslicount})

Toms: inpulyirt the


Whync.hu

ad Tor Comet, And where tie devil is it? You'tre damn near
as lazy as tlie editor of quiggg. 4e: Donl't you wyvrove of
tine N¥FF? 1If wvou dontt, I vould like to noe y, TIyu do, ¥
dontchu. join and get the o vher Anbelcnoe to Go lykwys? Han?
Good Jucic on your nev; venture, Sorry I can't JQ“p you out
right now, I gobta go to tlie Denvention oo, anc L've gobh
twice as far Lo come.

And bhack to evervbody again., This Joguel scheme just fits

in perfeetly with an idea I had in mind, and which I intended
to execute soon, Now I can gurder two geese witi: the sgane
natchet,

ATTENTION PLEASE! On March 20, 1939, the late Farnsworth
Wrisht accepted a short Story Crom me Tentatively titled

The 'forror from Spece (not'gl Title] and lLaved cianged, ace-

ording to an 1Len in IFF, to Out of Space L WLtE @ pr01lsc
ol oamaent o; O 00 aﬁon Puollcatlon. ili ubea ny pseutonyn

Art-ur Lambert oW ToST of you are steady reauers oi WL,

end you know Eamg well no such story has qpnearoo. T"uh%;k
two years is a darmn Tong time to wait for the fruit of one's

Labors and think I have becn patient enoqju. I have written

both IW end Misc Macllwrzith a couple Of Limes, nUu'rnu The

old stoyy a5 00N as possible’ or fdag £00n as e :=vc Toon'

e o | i e R

each uluu. kmmﬁxﬁxgmnzﬁmjyzzn;uxrxz gzmnﬁimﬂzxmﬂn?xxxzngxxz

letter to ﬁiss Dorothy AT 1op eultor'ﬁrlla T“lou, 9
Roclkeileller Plaza, New York City, as king V‘y my sTory hasn't
been vrinted it will be greatly QPDTLCl tcn by vihbs. Now

53 Xpu'll Turther make a COpY & ang one or two carvons of
Toae, and send Then-To Two of your ichndu TREE i0m you

know are Wm reader o T WolLtth TPCGlVB oO 106 OOJlC or

veluable oid Wis Ln "the next mail, out‘you Will be nclping

out a fellow fan V10 needs thau >oO SoneCillilg Tierce ln or—
der To “attend th the “Denvention, If T4 55 quggygggud Lgots sone

Tifty or sixty gueries in the mail about @X story, 1t nay
ggyg some efrect. LT so, L'1l C U N DNV

Rerarding Harry Warner's ngge@clonu, I xuggEzsk {avor the
one about publishing the whole works when it gets bacik to
Art J, in regular fnz Torm, Sun Trailg seens to he a good
spot, Ihm doing this in hekto ribbon, Lut 110 L1y because
L haven't got around to getting a regular one yet, aiter
woriiing on Fanfare all month, I do heartily insist that
tiere be some means for the Fans involved to Tind out what
those who followed then in the chain wrote,

Thany Harry, for informing me about WQXR---I tried to getb
it in the daytime (IL'n working nights) but a neardy Boston
stabion on practically the same wavelength must be drowning
it out.



\Your last 19.detters have been ancswered, and the Loalire

- dummy viill be down soon if I can get them cussed 1ozy 1ans
like Fortier, Schumann, and Speer to get their nonination
cards in, X swow, el Th they aint the mos de-~less critters
I ever seed in ny born days, They're a scancalto the hooty
oOWls

'Tis now the 22nd, I was interupted in the middle of this
letter to go out and fight a forest fire that threatened
the woods. in back of kmwxr our house. Not that we were in
any particular danger, ¥wk as there is a large opcn garden
‘between the house and the woods, but I made nearly cnough
to pay my poll tax for thls year,

I don't think the resemblance between Unger. and Ley is so
very far fetched, altho I!'d never mistake one for the other,
Itve seen hoth,

Cut 1t out, Julle., <You!ll have to show me the oil S CIHEEE
Tt31 believe § you spend $10 to $15 per week for FY Maybe
you did for that oPC“ldl Ten page issue, but you uon't do
it every weel,

OK, talke it away, Pongi

Aul Widnersehen,

v
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‘ Lpr, 27, 1941
Cheerio Chuns,

I fall into line on such a nifty idea with much gusto.
Now I would suggest that after all these accunulated letters have
reacined Joguel at the end of the line, he imediately ship the wvacitet
back up the line,; in just the reverse direction it is now golag., ile i=
to add nothing, of course, and may skip Ackerman if desireable, to
save the 7l face the extra postage. In this manner, each of us will be
able to read what has been written by those who come after us. When
Warner, up in first place (or was it Gilbert?) gets it . . . well, &
suppose Joausl is entitled to all the pretty pictures and the statio.-
ery, so ight as well return it to him and retire the {first round.
Meanwhile of course, Joquel could have started the second chain., Keep
this chailn a seperate identity, What think? Of coursc, the publish-
ing idea is all right too, if that expense doesn't count. Then everyone
can read the letters, and there would be no point in running bthen
back up tihe line, The only objection would be from thc other threec
hundred menbers of fandom: “Why wasn't I included in thae ciain??

About this A, Merritlt new-hoolk husiness, Wiy pester
him for another book chums? He has all the fame and money he needs,
and writing another book is so many words over the daii to hiw, Why
not get benhind some other auvthor and push o book? Tucker Tor ilnstance.
This chap Tucker is writing a book, I hapven-to krow, I imagine he
can use a thousand bucks or so --- of course, the fame and name means
nothing to him, oh hell nol Just so he gets his hands on that minbld
So everyhody write to all the magozine and book publichers in u.%,.C.
and clamor for a book by Tucker!

e

de Caap's Stolen Doorrous HDeptbs: Count me aon
who didn!'t like it, Meither did I go wild, simply wild over
earlier "Divide and Rule™, This is the yarn by the way, thot I, Warnei
junior couldn't place, For shame~-- and I bebchia he had a Yearbool
handy too. Maybe people think I put out the Yearbook to-gather dust?
But then T dida't care for the Slightly-Unwhite Lensmain, either; all
of which I suppose exnoses me as a false fan, IR Smith I liked gwell--
but not hig fiction. I thought it to artificial, Thal's a hard teir
to define in coninection with the story, but that'!s the way I sec 1t.

<

: Ao
He
0

Campbell 1s handy with his propaganda, Currcnitly,
there is a verbal barrage being lald down in Britain vo the cifect
that Arthwmr McCann is Campbell, I cracked thisg at Cauapbell is a round.
about way, and he nelther confirmed nor denied it ,... just answercd
me in the same round-about way. And now I note some neople think he
is also van Vogbs Well, could be. Don A, Stuart was « wadical departur:
from Campbell,... wh¥ not van Vogt? P.S.: I algo reruse to go wild
over van Vogt, Kalcolm Jameson, for instance, entertains nc nore.

(f-‘.i‘.]_) it over, Ijlei‘l:’::)



Hew June Unknown came in two days ago. I suppose all of you have
read it By this time, but if you haven?!t, I recoriend "Yesterday was
Llonday?, . fi'he 1ssue 1s uyplcqllv CaAdbell' his face even sticks out
all over the blurbs on the cover, 1 Jondev if this isntt the real
reason vy the nag dronped itts monthly publludTlOH date? Too nuch
Coempbeld., Afver «ll, Canpbell fang aren't o be found in CVery ewi~
stand browser, They arc either made ox born, Made is the hard way...
.o+ dozoedly reading his megezines untill he grovuc oa you, oI you
sink, Born in that you lap up with delight the fiotion he hends out,
Lind, ”Uﬂdreﬂb]v, Unlitnown dopeﬂd upon the browsers wno stubhornly
vontt e aade, and refuse to aduit they werc even boriy I would love
to edit. tiwe "qgu71he oo I think I would even be wiliing to do it a
wonta or two for nothing just to get my hooks into it,

My idea of “unknown® filoction is similar, bub not id avleal with
Campbellt!s, I think I would print less of his typu of fantasy, and
more of vne type that is apnearing in the slicks the last year or
two, including womany nagazines, L have in mind, especially, Jordan!s
"First Porv of Calll, hW,..Siosy stuff, you mag’b cacklc, Ohv yeah?

A slick vom8unt's periodical ran it flruu, tnen it came out ag a booh,
and now ain Inglish firm has reprinted it in booik Torm. That is the
kind of stuff that sells a nagazine! Bub Campbell wouldnts fouch it
~=- it has no hero, but 2 h0101ae,.. and there isn't ¢ven an Edd
Cartier cruaracter in it ,.. so he wouldn't ©touch it, icanvhile, Un_
goes bi=ionitlily,"because of the war and the bvan on Toreipgn sale

® This radio stuff tickles me, T go in for the clagsics too. ¥e
nave a 29¢ recording of "irales of (somehody's) Woods? vic "lav over
and over again because it seenms to kesp the haby culet, Ano then
there is sone Iftalian business with some dawme shouting Migaro eoll
over the place, It's fun to keep up with her; when the tirec ol us

o

in our Foaily that can successfully pronounce Figaro get to singing,

siie Figarotls out of the picture, For the nmost sart, .o uge our
radio te listen o soap operas- and “LWOn.*]hO—uﬂLu~lS— ontest, and-
viln-a<prize’’ programs. To dave, we have won & shirt, thwree tic tvro
theatre tift“ts, and nine loaves of hread, We just missed a weellls

suvply of :adll,

You lmow, after reading that paregraph over ageln, it gives nme
an idea Tor come fun to push off on Harry Warner, Ie once told me
e would never reject an article by Pong. Wow, airing onc's ignerdaiice
is funny to the intelligent fevw who can rcad .« . . L just vonder 1T
that above can be made into some sort of artivie dealing uitih o Door
fan who Jjusyv isntt nmoouy, hecause he faills cowmpletely To uuLCﬂ nn
with the inveiligentsia of fondon? Sort of a pericct Coil Go a Mislke?

And listes you guys.... L'z gctting tired of rcading done on
what Miske isn't, Like the Nycon and Chicon, don't you think it's
about time To change the record? Of COUrse, uhis doesn!s annly to tiw
Chicon and ifiske . articles of plne vet Lo see print, ATtor they aphear
we'll apply a ban, e¢h? I have a privutc Little idea all ny own as to

dwhnat hapocencd to ”1 ]c”, bub not havin . majorcd ow cvcn rinored in'
psychololy, and not wishing to sticl:s out Iy neck by maliing @ lcrt]lng
gtatenent in _rint, I shall sinlk inbo oblivien with mny astonisiing

theory, and you are whe noorsy,



Gllbers is a dope, Warner i o dope, Unger i o dope, ¥Widnew 4s o

dope, ‘“Wucker is pretty nice,. Drazier is a dope, unt 1s a dope, TFortier

i3.a dope. Wright is a dope. Ackerman is a dope. Joquel is o dope, 1
1wpe this dasntt get lost in the maill because I wisk ©o inform certain
narties what T think oi them.

Gilvert is a dopc because ne now claimg there is no 157 fan, 1
refute this, there is. Gilbert hor found the situation out of contro
and denles of existence of the knifer to prevent his own back Lrom
heing knifed ot the Deavention., ¥*  Warner is a dope because he re-
jected an article of Tucker's; an article that was hilariousgly funny
and excruciatingly inbteresting, The article dealt with cone Hegro
fantasy (ilis produced last year that Ackerman failed to review, ¥k
Unger is a uope because he pays Johnny iMichel (guote) $10-15 dollars
(unouote) o publish his newspaper, Taurasl or Sykora would be glad to
publish it for hia gratis, as a freindly gesture, ****  Widner is a
dopc because he rode up an elevator (at the Chicoun) with Pogo, holding
a nillow, wind when fellow pasgsengers made leering faccs, Widner failed
to come baolk with a snapny one like: ¥ hehehelh -~ we've bees to a ©
party -~ neheheheh® FRFF Puckerts points are rather obvious,
Brazier 15 a dope on just general principles because I-dontt know any=-
thing to hang on him, *** Hunt is a dope because onoe, in a copy of
Alclhienist, he signed his name (in pen and ink) to a pleture he drew,
z2nd tliegwostoflfice chorged me Tirst class postage on the fanziane. He
also wrote 'merry xmas tucker! or something, which may have had sone-~
thing to do with it., ***¥**  Tortier is a dope because he , and
I can think of no more hidkkous thing to do thun thatl FEEF Yrie

is a dope because he too rejected an article by Tucker, a sveet ligtle
thing that would have made Dawn! 3ttoo had the sui will now ri i
blackout, ¥¥* jokerman 18 a dope because he kecps me Lwois bein
fan by continuing to aanoy the vorld with his prescnce, L wove we
exile him to BSian and give him no money to-buy postagcel FFEF Joguel
is & dove becaune he thougnht this thing up, or gtole iv-watier, fron
British fendon, What,what a dishonest person isg Jogucl, 1

A

And so I pass it along to Donn ., . . may he leb slipn e reuars L
can hang on ila, and thereby prove him a dope. '
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3021 North 36th Street
! Milwaukee, Visconson -
i ey 3, 1941
" 3:25 .M.

Dear.Fernies -

After cogiteting (consult Webster's, Pong) some minutcs on the pros
and cons of using all the backsides of the fennyés'letters for my contribution, I
decided against it. Imagine, when this letter is proserved for posterity, to have
it on the rear side of & Tucker opus! And so I em adding straw to the postmon's
beck...

I left Monday last for e five dey tour of the state, servicing end checki
the theaters which carry our candy and popcorn, and when I returned I found this
‘envelope of letters on my desk., I am now hard at work trying to think of funi;
things to say. But I just cen't think of enything, Tucker and I ere-similer in
other ways too; we both have beautiful eyes, one on each side...

Wy in the nane of
E.E.Smith was I included in the 1%t of fans? (This is called themodiste miske®
gpproach) " What heve I done to deserve it all? (I shall now swing into the true,or
es it is more commonly celled, the “proper miske" approech.) Brother, I've dorv &
lot, and. I'm disappointed in youse guys for not voting me #1 fan. In fact, I'll
settle for 100rdth.

Musie. You can heve the log scraping end the tean-minute Ti-
nales; I'll teke boogie-~-woozie and the harmonious discords of Reymond Scott's fan-
tastic swing., Now that I've identified myself as & "dynemic" low-brow, lover of
vhe discords, eand advocate of tricky rhythms and welrd tonal effects, I'll pass on
to other things.

Like Widner I have almost'evolved'. He has not comvletely evolved,
but I don't want to talk asbout him; I want to talk sbout myself. I buy most of the
negs: ASF, UNK, FFM, COMET, WEIRD, SSS, CS. These are stacked knes high in my
clgset. (This reminds me of the time I came into my room and smelt something
stinking. It was a mystery. Several days later after unendurable agony which I
endured, I discovered the source of the stink. AMAwong the pile of magys, end prob-
ebly deposited there by some fiendish space warp, was a copy of AMNAZING. ) Now
you know my s-f taestes. As for stories: 1. The best of 1939 wes "Spawvm' by P.S.
Miller; 2. The best of 1940 was "Quietus" by Ross Rbcklynne; 3. The best sp far

this year, though I haven’t done any thinking on the matter, is "Dark Reelity" by
Robert Moore Walliems,

Lverybody's plugging their mags. As all of “you may know LY
this time, /Phil Schumenn has taken over FRONTIER. Thet leeves me without & magz o
ﬁy owna (Good title for a sad, sed song to be sung at the Denvention -- Without e
kﬂg 0£ lYAOWn) So I shall plug those I think are worth the dough. IRONTIZER, I
TAUfTﬁ:uPuS"VAYS FANFARE, Joquel's pubs, FFF, FANTASIA, and others. (You are 1n
the''others"”,Tucker) Have you heard thet you can buy four of Fort's books in one
volume? I, for one, am going to get it,

I refuse to discuss de Cemp stories.
] 3 I nou=
tnat§ Ross Rocklynne as the author who wrote the most scieace-fictional significant
utgrles in.1940. I hereby'protest ageinst the insurges of the socisl end =conc:lic
501en?es_in?o scilence-fection., I protest against the theory that a s-f story is
good if it is the type that anyone could read and enjoy. I wart more specislized.



complex, screwy, ncisntifie, thought ~variant, Laprobsble --Tos, T gadc iwprobable
-—- stories vhich everyons in the world would nod understand unless Lhe had becn
reeding s-f several years or hed majored in seisnce. This iz serious business,
boys! (QK. Tuecker, I should have said enough now to let vou hang one on ne).

These

letters should be revrinted in & special meg in special green ink. "I'fts chseper el
quicker. Iook = Art's letter is dated Mar. 25 an® here it is iley 3 and 1ool at 517
the fens to go! Let's not hold this thing up too long, or Art will worry himssli
until he looks like Tucker.

The fourth peragraph of Tucker's letter ha: me sll =
bubble with information thet I cammot reveal toa living soul. At the Chicon, voc
Smith asccidently reveeled that ,...... Only Hamling, Miske, and Singleton, =ra
myself were present during this confab, the others being upstairs at the business
meeting. I shall say no more,

- Tucksr would like & differeat type of “unknown® fic-
tion. So would I. Campbell should drop the long leed novel ané fsature short-.
The authors of these shorts should bYe: John Collier, Don Wendrei, ilclson S. Zonf,
etc, You get ths idea? “

If any of you fellows would be interested i: & rather ceriow
mavazine on the technical side of science-fiction in & critical epprosch toward dis-
covering facts end proposing their theories based an actual research o1 pure brain
storms, get in touch with me, and we'll discuss it,

Don Wilcox is a nice zuy.
George Tullis end I rode down to Chicago (took Betty Depniesse along too) and
toured the Brookfield zoo with Mrs. Wilcox and daughtoer, Cerollne while Don caught
a littls shut eye before he dug into the final copy of & story he wanted to get in
the meils before supper. Thic incident with ell its overtones and exazgersted im-

plicatlons may be retold in some fmz.

Phil Schumann just called up, and he's coming
right over with “the #5 copy of FRONIIZR. Perhaps he can read these letters, and
add his own two cents worth, Maybe, I think as I rub my hends with invisible soap,
I can get him to pay helf the postage., Nope, now he isn't coming over. Says he'll

come Sunday morning, If he dosesn't I'll not keep this envelope lorger, but vill
meil it. tomorrow.

In my plugs I forgot to mention THE FIONITAR SOCLITY. If sou er
interested in the things mentioned by Joguel near the bottom of his Jdetter, get ia
vouch with Paul Klingbiel, 627 S. 7th fLve., West Bend, Wisconson.

How T gotte =0
find e picture of my puss for the "photogrephs only" envelope. I wisk I could :ae
you fellows at the Denvention, but it looks like Ay job will keep me Lere, Bs
I'm on the next list Art

e bientot
.‘_ /

Q O}MV
Donn “Uranus® Brazier
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. Thig is only the second time I've started to type this -~ the Ifirst
£ime that mess et the top giving my call letters was really e moss(siz
mistekez)((ses?)). It ein't right even now.

Ya know -~ thisg isnft the first time I zot one of these letters, I
. 2cvd one & week ago that was suprosed to bde & goodwill and luck letter.
I gsent it out anf whet happened? yesh -- the next Fronitier after this
will not be out til July -- or maybe never. No, I shouldn't say ncver,
because it will be publishec sooner or later -- I hope.

These lettersare
ok ~- should have more. Lucky dog that I an, Doan *ives close to my ceve
and I get 1n on these things,

I THINK NI Is 4 SuiElLL FELIOw 13t

Somebody's got tc be on his side, so I micht as well incur nipples

wrath by doing just that. Of course TUIBUTE wes & bit cusstionabls,
and tardust DID have & certain reck to 1t bui -- so whet. Hs zois
arcund,

Ye know why Yidner hetes me by this time? I'11 tell you -- but

don't . breath a word to him. Since I couldn't run for mem bo-d, he seid
I might as well run for Vice Pres., So what did I do? I seas out twelve
nom cerds in twelve envelopes, and ..... and forgot to include postege on
the envelopes! 3o my pel, the postmen, brings ‘em beck as nics a3 you
please end dunps em in my lap -~ and too late to make the ish of Borfire.
So I puess us end Art ein't speakin lately,

O0PS.....I have to go to dirner nov ... ané I live cix blocks from here
e.ss 850 I guess I'l) have to cut it short.

So long fellows, and .... even tho I won't be et Deavef, 7ou just
g0 right shead with your plans and don't let it P/ pray on your minds
t00 much. )

Au revoir
(meaning:adios)

.\;g bt
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Greetings,

Not posscesing typewriter It, afraid you will have to wade through
this indecipherable scrawil.

lst. I think Tucker is a dope Tor having #uch a dopey secretary &s
Prunella Twitchet, It just isn't done ylicnow.

Widner, I'm glad you gave my wnicturc away. In fact L' sorry you
didn't throw it away., If you promise not to uge it I'1ll send you
another thougih L dislilie making anyv kind of pic.

Has anynne bought a copy of Lest Darincess Fall? If so how Giéd you
like it in book form? I thought the story in oripginal Torm was a
clagsie. Soon as I rake up 2.50 I'1lL buy the book.

About Merritt; In a long letter recontly we talked over the possi-
pilivy of getling &ll of his boolks reprinted in volume fori. The Hoon
Pool wouldé ve wvol, 1 Ship of Ishtar Vol 2 on dow: to Crecp hadov,
The books wiould be a uniform set with a black & gold formet. The same
type of stany work that cnhanced the books, Dwellers in the Mirage
& Burn, Witeh Burn, pub. by Liveright. fle spoke once about Doubleday
& Doran vianting to publish The Metal Monster as o book, BDut this as
back in '37. A comwplete collection of his short stories could also
be brought out in book form. Ile stated too, that this could be dnne
but up to now much copywrite trouble has sliays set iln.

I wish o gigantic volume of Clark Ashton Smith!s stories could be
brought out which of course would include his poetry. Swmith is the
ost fanousg contemporary literary poet. Those who have tlhe ool
fortune to possess copies of his book, Tboay Crystal, ill coniimm
this,

About tae Demventions: Everything is going well and no obovacles
thus far has come ups The convention hall is elegant, T nnooose 0ot
of you hwve seen the 3 issue of C I' 3 Review with the nan of Denvewr,
'Seed! Wipg: ing told me 1 should have put in the directions This
sarie map will be run in the next issue and dlrcctions wddaed, The
expense of everytiilng is golng to be enormous. So if but « fTew fans
shovwi up the Denvention Committee will have to declare bvaunkzpuntcy.

On the otier hand if all fans who can be here July 4.,5.0, there is
no reason wiay this cant be the biggest Conventioi,

Lew Martin will get around to answering you all sooner or later,
so don't dcswair, At the present time he is worling taiing care oXf
his folis, Tiis added vesgponsibility takes up much of hilg time and
he's up to his neck in correcpondence, ALL C,F.3. Mewber should be



mailed out, Itll get after him on that as its the most essential to
those of you who gave your support by sending in your 50 cents, Thank
you again,

Most of you by now have also read about the Denvention in the pro-
mags. Beer, wine and punch as was stated, will bhe free, Ilowever you!ll
have to Rave hunt your own wenches, We cannot afford to furnish same.

Cheerio, and carry on,

4 \éf@é%jﬁg:i7ﬁ:%;2\
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PS. Art. Am enclosing 4 photostats that you wanted awhile back., - R



1836 39th Avenue
Oalkland, Celifornia
Lionday, Juwie 2

Dgar Pogry,
Oh-oh} hold the line a minute, Yeg, 'cause I gotia
rusii some insipid lines oif in some cock-eyed cliailn letter
raclket that Screwball Jocuel dug up, Yeh, I aintt writien a
rotten letter for a hell of a time, Damned busy, ya knou

»
Wiat's that, Peg? How am I going to begin? I dunio. I sv -
vose that I oughta start likée the rest: listening to BDetuove:

in g C Sharp Minor-- Oh, no minorts allowed. Well . . .

Well, for the first thing, I definitely do not oarc
mucit for symphonié harmony., I can take it or leave it, but,
as a general rule, I much prefer to leave it, lbwever, I ek~
traicly enjoyed Disney's “Fantasia* due to a fine sclection
of =ieces and such grand and masterful work by the all aighty
Walv D,

Right now It'm riding high with some rerarkably Tine
boogic~wnogie, Just a minute ago Jimny Dorsey ifinished hiz
fine "Green Eyeg¥, Ugherc in Northern California, I an glaa
to say, one is ebletto get swing all the day round, O, 1
supose T will be considered a bit of a disrcputeble character,
because I smoke quite a bit and use indecent laiguase rather
prorusely at times., Jowever, Ackerman should he glad to know
that L don't drink outside of drinking parties (oh, T attend

Rogde seven days out of the week, but I stay awey Trom the
stull the rest of the time), At least L'm not o Los aAngeles
Wolf (wedre rather foxy in this territory).

L'd like to straighten up the fact avdout Horticril
and Southern California, There iz a distinet and dccided
diflerence in the two clans, There're just a dbuncih oi dow
puclicity hounds down thereX while the gang of us up here ruc
i 3tf for the fun of it. We try to do our share to make Uids
world of SEfandom a bit better place, bubt we don't go rus iv
around in & never-ending search for glory anc¢ Zane, Centr |
California cubs us off, and, thank goodness, U.iere arc no wobo
in that region due to thelr being a bunch of hay-sced faraers
for the larger part. Onh, north and souti gets together once
in a while onf special ocassions: when IPlorides fans arvive!

Certainly, Gilbert; DAWI is a mervelous enterprises.
There is no use in my saying awnoyher thing ebout it for aliwet
every fan knows what is vhat. We can use phobos aid priefl
auvto~biographies withi autographs as well as any sbhiort arlicles
aind =uch, but the money is¥ in greatest demand. Tn pascing, I
villl enclose a sample page from Sterlight, ©the G.G,.F, club
pWnlication, I may forget tc seRd along a photo due to the
sorry fact that L have none on hand. However, youtfrc mighty
lucky. If I sent a good likenesg, it would be horrifying to
the exbtent that nmany aight be afroid to ctbtend the convention

X pradbary Acc epted ~hne's okay
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with such a guy-doubtless attending. Too, if it was a d
up glamor photo, fans would be disappointed to the exten
they would -leave Denver when they net the real face of 2
3till, I may reconsider and send along a photo,.

u.c‘l-o

Speaking of conventions, please throw youwr suppord
over to the Golden Gate crowd, Lou Goldstone and I will hawve
more time for such an affair than any other fan in the U,5.A.
We are not working;, Bu® have a rather liberal sunply ol ocash
on hand at most times, Too, we willi be able to put on a show
that will last for five dQYuo The convention ihall will be
painted in beautiful Stf style, and accomodations are the
best ever known!

The thing Unknown needs is a liberal supnly of Mer-
ritt and Moore with a liberal dash of Finlay to be supplenented
by Cartier. More pf the good Hubbard ought to be included and
Dok is not to be overlooked. I sincerely thinlt that I have
discovered an artist who may yet appea® therein, What else?
Fezture novels by me to be paid for at the rate of five cents
a vord. Gosh (in a hay-seed tone); whatcha snickerin'® at?

The way T cut into my stationary with my sharp keys and
hard pounding would iske too nuch of a mess when writing on
botl sides of the paper. HNow! a mistake in that margin!

Bosh, Unger: you don't use fifteen dollars on your
magazine! My, God! Wright and I can turn out o fifty page
magazine with heavy covers and photographs for about twnety
to vwenty-five dollars!i!

Ita evolving also, when speaking of sueh fons, I
novi follow those six good magazines: Unknovn, uguounulgg,

Tﬁ&99° ¥a ntastlo liysteries, otorrlnb COmJlC, and Super

uolonce Novelu. Also, T am different in the fact the at 1 Py
Tor fmz that L wish to recelilve!

Here are my reactions to certain faags:

Warner is a swell guy, ile always answerg letters
and does it in a very fine way. 1ile ought to become the top
Tan someday. ™** Unger ig remarkebly active in the fact that
he issues a regular fi, Enough said on thet score, ¥ wWid-
ner is an extroverted introvert, but he'!s okay even though
he doesntt know when to shut up, I might say that he and damon
knight are doing more for Stfanaom than any onec else has ever
done! *¥** Tucker is a2 dope! That's taken for granted., ™%
Brazier--~ Now ya got me sbumped, bub., I!1ll don my garb and
leave this subject, *** jflunt!s okay; he does about as much
Denvention work as any three fans, and should get a special
rnedal for special work., *** TFortier is a lazy 4' 97 punk
who has a lot of ambitions, Just sits 1in morbid speculation
over the fact that they hired Karloff for the movics ins teud
of him. Brazier out of focus looks just like fH-forry., %
Wright is 2 swell guy and should be vobted.for oresident of the
H B F.FF.FRP,FOTREFH Tz ” .. ((well, a auy
has to make sure hlis letter won’t bhe uostﬂoved by the next



writer)) ** Ackergmem will be ignored as I il sure no one
hag ever heard-of thefellow, I wanderstand that he recently
crowded Tucker out of a bhaby conest to bake first place for
the skin you love to tuck., *** Joguel.-- Well, 17 you

don't know this fellow, it'!'s astounding. ile turns fmz oul wite
narvelous ease.

Really, I haven't e thing to say of importance, so
will just shove oIff. I[Hello, Per,

What? ‘This isn®t Peg? 0, hello Audrey., Oh, it's
Vi, Well how are you? How about a date , , . bonight « . .
el d— . . . . .

Hey, To:m, Grab hold and speal oun,

that crwaat ltypist,

/M""

Yo

W}(m»éer = 1"“’

St ere— : ;
tun tedergtion
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1140 Bush Avenue
Martinez, Calir,
June 4tik, 1941

Dear Joe Fannn,

Yell,

L

(WlG:\V\‘r\R “\f CI’\QH‘ Lra A () x

Very nice, In fact, I like it a lot., Yes indecd.
Congrets to you, Art Joquel, for starting it owver here. IMow all
vie govva look out for is a flood of the things. I cann just imagine
every Tfan'!s thoughts as this is published (?). "dy blg chance to
complete my phpto, stickers, etec, collection!’ And moszt of fandom
(the well known fans at least) will go quietly nutz buying pivbos
and stanps.

I feel a little more fortunate then the rest of you
Joes, y since L'1ll only miss one letter, and after ali, itt!ll only
be ngﬁ some dope called Ackerman, Who is-he, by the way? But,
of course, ii it is printed all will be OK, except for the various
»notos and junk? . .

Starting fromn the Tirst letter, and woriing down
(which is an entirely novel idea, 1 might add) here goes.

Sure glad to learn a little bit about your bacik-~
ground Art, iow your likes and dislikes differ from minel! I
don't see how your going to publish tuis pile of junk in PANPIIHT
form, a two volume bk would be much better.

Thanks for the plugs, Joéebl keed, I like Buthern
star, too, OBure, I'll write aboubt 1t sometinme, there's gwuite a Tew
things Iftve letuslip lately, and that's one of ten. I'm trooly
sorry. I'll make a note on a lMarchioni to write yousc »rompt
Snith stinks, agreed. DecCanp is all right, ef ya like him. I
don't, wacticularly, "The Guarly Man', ‘Divide & Rule®, and "Thec
stolen Dormouse™ only good things hets done,

To save viork, Art, who not (pardon; wmeaning Art J)
let each fan dunay and stencil hils section of the letter, and gsend
it to youse Tfor pyblication? If you don!t publish it, the best
thing is to send &t back along the line -~ in reverse ordcr -—-— as
sonme gioul suggedted.

HWjr. Aw yes! Forgot about the collaborations
LsdeC did with Pratt, they were definitely good.

EEE Gad! May I add my exclamation to the rest of
3 ¢ ! 11 - g " 8 A M
the fans? §$15 for a newsy., Well, Whose robbin ya, Julius? I*il
adnit FIZ run into money, but not that mucb for small ones.

"Eyolved Fan®, eh? What'll they tiink of next?
Even though Itve cut my diet down to AST, UNK, COMET, FFM, and an
occasional STARLING, STIRRING, and ASTOUISIING, T ain't gone that
far, Don't tell me somebody thinks FMZ are bebteptn pros? 9 %



Pardon my tvypeg on the last of that page, it does that
often. I like FMZ-better tha FNu. Whay not keep a good tiing like
it 1s? Bure, ArT, I thot the way you hectoed the VOMET ad was

swell. Really, [ liked it a lot. I an afraid though, VOMET is no

more (I can see.4e squirning and vis 1on1ng&no 00 sprout viings)
But don't 7owrv Forry, you'll get ggmagaéng B o B e uon“
wanta keep the nane COMLT tcaus always aszociave it -witih cor. .

And ii I put out a good mng (which L'm planning on now), I don't
want 1t connected with that horror, Catchwn? I hartely (s -?)
agree wWith you, FANTASIA IS a masterpiece., If aany of you fang
haven!t seen iv, spare nothing to go. You will be in your own
private dream world for three hours. TANTASY, and hovi! The nmer
by the swme nane is also good. (Yer welcome, Lou)

Aren't editors most peculiar aboubt submiitted wmaterial?
They come back rejected practically by alr-mail, but if they thaink
thcy nignt Cver use gouetthg, you betitervglive 1t up as losv, 1 -
hear a few fan manuscripts have Tound there way into print. But X
ghess even editors slip up sometimes. . .

Well, whaddya know. Bob Tucker, Long time no hear from.
Lev!s start a‘EE smith stinks® club, I think you and-I have she
samne grudge  against him, Bob, he's a brilliant writer, but his
stories are, ag you put lt, 'artificial', Jamneson can't begin to
compare with Van Vogt, So there. uoy, Joe (Joe Tor Tan) remember
when we rejected that thing of yours from- >“D"‘_.lxj"‘ﬁ‘i ¥ you promised

another GOOD nss pronto. Fork over, Then, after we accept it,
you can say ‘'Gee, Wright!s tops, aintt he?”

Say, Dounn, why dontt you write FANTASIPS anymore? .It was
a good column, Best story this year is "Universe', though "Dark

Reality rates very high.

What's the matter withi you guys on thisc chain letter?
Cheap? I notice you all use both sides of the paper. I sBRPEOSE
this 1s not only to conserve paper for national defense, buv o
congexrve postage, too,

TRISCO in 42!

No. INo no nc. DO NOT BPRINT THIS I GRERN Ifl, Oh, un-
happy thot. MHow could,vou, Donn?

Phil Schumann, Mmam, Think I owe you & letbter, dona’s L
Olr well, don't worry vourself sicl over it, I have notv commitled
suicide. Poor fellow. I guess I really torture fans when I don!
answer thelr letters.

(@]
}..J

to decipher, it

Altho your letter was a little dailffi < =T
el of Merrltt

ic
was one of the riost interesting, Roy. Oﬂ, Tor

a s
bks.« Wine and beer, What the hell ya trying to do -—- get all tae

fans drunk so they!ll think the Denvention was a ;olencc~ficti9n
gatnering?  Hahi Your pictuses are beautiiul, Dy thc way, 120
like tle stencil job for your STARLIGHT pic???



Well., Joe Fortier. Iuwagine that., Another new to fandon, I
presuwie, Give these new fang a chance, I slvays sav. I prerer
“Rachnaninodfts Prelude in C Snarp Minor, in fact I've never heard

Beethoven's. I feel like o lucky fan 2j4, I can sit here abt my typer
all dey long this suwmer and look at a pic of Joe Jean Fortier. Gee
Tou have beautiful hair.

Oh yeh, FRISCO IN '4c.

r the bye, Joe, I liked your sugge°tiom that the fans wvols
for ne 1: tne NETTT, In fact, I like it so muech, I an sending bot
pages of your Jebbter along, w1th only a few minor clanges.

liow watch out, Art J, here comes some sbiciers at cha, aac
2 ybe Tt1ll_rake up swa other curio.

e I hear you poor guys in LA are going to be cursed by the pri-
sense o Phil (Tanta51te Till) Dronson, Het!s cwain here for a WIAsE,
.too, Ohgauuaml thity!

—’\

L
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TO:lW?lLﬂ*

Caree on 4e,

Yhoever U may b.

I vielcom U nu fan

As squirt to man

Dont!t ferget, rybt sumbtine
Herets for Vom, a dime!
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IO Jan Al
Allo, Alodol

T shall have e very cuilt; conseience, shou? 1 %tolk to T o
the telefone tweonr the time I send this & U receive it, without mentiomine it, Or
is my syntax out of syne? Come to trink of it, whet 1' svntax? I never've 103N %
it up; just always sposed it wuz wut the govi charged U vrly for misdeneano.:
seeins movies like "Extase" (original Cheskoslovensken spelling) or admiring nw
Vomgidens: U nos--Sin Tax?

' I coudat imegine what was coming off when I opend thy
pke fram Wright (TUENTY CENTS POSTAGE DUE, GINTS! counte Tom onfy stuck 3 3s on &
consecuently Uncle Sem's meil-carrier stuck me for what wes due on the othor 5 o7
plus 5¢ for waet wes termd “"peralty"). As I was seying, bfor I was 5o incontiin-
ently interrupted: ihen the big envelope came--ell uncrpﬁcted—~fvom VirightToMar-
tinez, I didnt noe whet to meke of it, First fell out ell the fotos & pix & I co:
the spudden idea that this was sone metorial for ¥D*AK/*N* which he wented Assortedl
Services to essemble & litho. VWhen I sew your letter, Lrt; follownd by the by now
w.k. Dixde grey stetionary; et eutres; I was s indecd oorvlr puzzlel, Then deeply
delited es I reed on & the whole puzzle began to fall into placs.

Comzenting on
this conslomoration of correspondunce woud sorte be like turning th. tcbles on the
elitor of The Voice, donchu think?

As for Music & Mo, I don't mind the progreams U
have on vhen I'm over =t vyour place, Art; in fect, I rather enjoy 'on; but when
left to my own devices I twirl the dial aunilc nwl I locate Dorothy Lamour, Tony
ertin, Frences Langford, either of the Crosbys or nost any tune-of-tho-vimes. Un-
ti1l I left the AMPAS I hed not hed much opnortunity to listen to moden music; &
now I just lap it up. ZFor the seke of the records: I like ths booric-woozgie bus-
iness elrite.

(£ 11'1 girl nemed 4Lrline hes just come to tiic door & askt Lfele--U
understand I'm riting this Prom our AS office~--what I am coing., Adels ansrs I am
typing, Only, st the time, I was thinking what to rite next., But the 1ifl nabor
girl ssld, "Meke the mesn write"; so this is what I rote to setisfy the 1i'l girl
named Arline who just cams to the door...)

I get one breek on tho npostazge situa
tion: DBeing local, twill be only 2¢ per oz. Howsamever, I think in future I
just'll hend the materisl over to U, Jo.
To whom it mey concern: I wesut cre -
about either "Stolen Dormouse" or 'Divide & Rule". As e rule, tho, I ¢o like
de Camp very much.,

(Migavdd] I just thot! I didnt incuire--meybe that kid's .
was speld Arleen!)

It's noen to U alredy, ofcorse, Artijay, but it myt emuse the
others. ily impression of "The Vortexz Blaster": Men puts out fire. Or, to be more
specific, praps, in my reaction: Man puts out Atomic fire,

Don't noe as Carol
Southinien's theory aboup Merritt's being too slow in his storv-telling & therefor:
;ferd to rite another'n holds up in view the fact either his "Burn Witech Burn® or
"Creep, Shedow!"--I frepkly forget which & have not my xrpts hendy to check--wes
reprinted in one the blood-n-thunder dctective pulps. Tho I 4idnt resd either of
'em, I got the impression the latter 2 tales--& they were the letest Merritt rote,
waerent thej?—-fere speeded up. Incidently, probly was too voung et ihe time THE
METAL .MPTRO0R wes beimg serialized in Science & Invention & heving read only parts
of 1t then & there reteind the impression I did not cere for it. Later, collected
the 8 irstelments of it from Argzosy (ore of the tuffest teles to track down & con-
plete, twas my experience); but did not re-resd. Now, however, at The Mester!s ovm
request, I em reading the F¥M vercion...% enjoying it immensely!
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“Tgnzt? I think 1t sounds too similer to "fans', Buu go*h-~fanags...fan%1nes
vo.fme & fnz--1f it's gonnz ceuse ell thise diversity of opinion & trouble why don't
we. just go-bank to our-old-relieble "fanmez" & forget about it?!

Comeore in the
eudience sald Surely no one thinks fenmags ere bebtter then pro's? O words to tiet
effect. Wecll, it ic e rather well-noen fact locelly, if not natlor‘l1 , thet I'11
drop & pro .any day to look at & new fm, or give the fmz pr:oference if rcvd simul-
teneously with pro 's. . Whieh goes t¢ prove what? That I'm firstmost & fen, I
SUe88, . « L

Bliev it or not--I don't guess this is very noen--but in the chain-lottor.
cun-dime days (I also was in on a $1 one...vith RAP!) I started onc that was To Dty
off in ctf! One was to vind up with 15,500, or whatever it wes, 2dhanc megs, 117,
xrpts &% what-have-U? I think all I, the Great Originator, ever got out of it, war
a regesd ole xrpt I alredy had!

Hurray for U, Donn...the only fen to employ no
stoparasgrafing in the chain,

First letter I ever've seen by Roy Hunt., Hendriting
reminds me ‘of someon®-slse's but cen't think whose offhand, Posmibly ¥igeins', ont
anmallex? - _

When I use en elite typryter like this, I think I'm Herry Warner. There
is no fen to vhom I shoud rather turn over the top-fenship to. Perdon the ons to
too meny. On 2d thot, one doesnt "turn over" a rating, does one? It 13 earnd &
takén, Or praps that sounds egotistlcal on ny part. Please, chuma; I didnt meen
it thet wey. Why not Bob Tucker for #1 Face? I just can't teks Pong seriousl;. He
is too funny. I think U have & place of effection in the heart of fandan, 3ob,
ecual to the #1 standing anywey.

If I anit so coherent today, U muct understand I
en doing -a thinzg I most extremely rcrely do: i. 8., COnposc rite on tho peper & let
1t go, A "dummy® almost invariably preceeds any letter, There, U see the sort of
mispake T'm:p*one to meke if T don't go thru & ocorrect? Tew linec azo I rotse
'rite" in.the semse of "directly?, In that sense; or a3 “correct"; I spell it
‘ryt"; epplying cnly the meening "typs-ete" to the spelling "rlte"’
But now, like

1t sez on the swell fotostat Roy sent U, Lrt, I suddenly ses #It's Later Thar You
Think" 50 T must be bringing this to a close.

] Lnd so--with Lotions of Love--this
is ey Fg%}ywopd Choruspondent--who sez: "Let others imitetc our sxclusive chein
1f‘uhey Wiil, the pipsquesks (copycet Tucker 41) will be only small cheinsi®




Dear Ghouls and Goons—

It is growing late as I write this, and e chill ocean breeze iz sweeping
in through my window, brinzing a promise of fog or rain before morning. The
originals on my walls are curling in the change of weether, and several have
glready come crashing down—unlike Ackerman's, which simply strike some nearby
object and lean rakishly for months.

My redio-phono is thundering forth Sergei Rachmaninoff's “Isle of the
Dead ag loudly as the law allows et this hour, and I am working up a fine
mood for the evening—for, after all, a vempire has moods just like anyone
else. But, before I go about my business, I hope to finish up this chain
letter with e few comments end a couple of cuestions.

Joe Gilbert: GCuess you've wondered what's hanpered about your two mss.,
sent to SPECULA and never heard from. Well, they will appear in one finrel,
supsr-colossel megazine, itogether with stories by William Davies and Dale R,
Francis, (these two nemes mean something to other people) and a let of others,
As thie will probably be our finzl fan-publishing attempt for some time, swe
sre spending more time on it tharn we'd like to, but feel in the end the re-
sults will justify it.

So you, and sane others, think Doc Smith stinks, eh? Well, after read-
ing some of his stuff over agzin, I wondsr. That short he had in COMET left
me wondering how it could be so awfully lousy, even in comparison with his
novels as viewed by you. Someone told me thet Smith is just neturally in-
capible of writing short stories, Wwell, then, why dossn't he write & novel,
and heve someone break it up into a number of shorts? That's all his novele
seem to be, anyway.

Hderry Warner: Sure wish I'd known about WOXR when I was in the Eest. T
was pcsitively lost without my deily doses of high-powered music. Incidently,
you say you had to decide betwesn the NY Philharmonic or Die Walkyrie one
time, Well, come& on, man! Which did you choose? Don't leave us in suspense
like that. If 1t had been me, the choice would have been sasy—I think
lingner is the nearest nothing ever, with the exception of Tuistan and the
Llbumblet. .[lso I'm surprised, Harry, at the number of fantesy music selec-
tions left out of Blish's article on same, in SPACEZWAYS. Never a mention of
Tgle of the Dead,® Zeisl's “Little Symphony,® Shilling's "Viciory Ball,'™ or
8 lot of others. Somedey 1 hope to see = complete list of fantasy musie,
recorded &and not. Probably it would include & lot of selections nobody had
ever hesrd of before.

Julie Unger: XZveon with rising prices and stuff, I can't ses how you can
spand 10 or 1% dollars on F¥'F, even counting photos. I don't bclieve thet
even the largest of my megezines ever cost over $9, even counting vostege
(that is, at the tine you wrote your letiter. Prices hav: gone up 50% since),
But I surc hove vou cen keeop that 10~ 15 coming, if that's what it tekes.
FFF 1s one of my four top favorite fmz.

Art Widner Jr: So F NTLSIA converted you to a clessics-lover, eh? Well,
I guess it would. F/LIDSIL ic ebsolutely the most powerful thing I've ever
seen or heard. I wae only able to sev it thres times, but those times made
e impression I'l1l never lose. Iy fevorite, of ell the selections, was Bach's



iToccata and Fugue.” Second was "lNizht on 3ald Mountaih,” anG third came the
“Ate of Spring." After those three, the rest drop way down uhe list.

Bob Tucker: ¢hile tie chain letter was still meking the rounds-—probedly
somewhere between you and Fortier—you ren thet stuff aboui the 29¢ record and
the Figaro business in LE ZOMBIS, and mentionec ‘'the discucssion of classical
music now going the rounds of fandom. And I nearly wrote you an ireste letter
acking what ves this discussion and how: come I wasn't included in it! The
only word I had from the letter after it started wes e card from Widner and a
line in e letter from W=rner. How did I know the letier hed turned into a for-
um for music, EaSmith, deCamp, and Merritt? Tucker is a dope, end I've proved
it on pege 5 of SUN T(r)AILS.

I egree with you 100% on Campbell, ASTOURDING & UMKNOWN. These could be
the really different magazines of fantasy, if Campbell had the nerve or the
inclination to meke them =o. But no. In order to meke UIII0.JE, and even to
e lescer degree to rate ASTORIDING, a story must conform to one word—'wacky."
And not everyone likes ‘wacky" stories. UILDIO.N could be the mezazine to
run & new Merritt story, if Campbell would only drop his ultra-Campbell formule
and make a few experiments, DBut I doubt that he sver will.

Donn: Brazisr & Phil Schumann: Hiyah fellows. I egres with you, Donn,
arstf nez is needed which could cater to the mors advenced sciwciice~-fiction
reader, but I doubt thst it will ever be printed. I'm interested in your idea
of a technical stf mag, Dona, dut can't do anything ebout it till sfter the
first of next yeer. After that, mavos I con drop you s line and we can get
together on it. In the interim, I am working on that erticle about Roerich
that you wented for F ONTT:SR. Sorry you didn't vwrite more, Phil—=uhe letter
Just gets going when vou stop. Clad to hear someone say & good word about
Miske for & chanre——it breaks the monotony.

Roy hunt: Ferheps somedey we'll ses thet set of Merritt books-—I certain-
ly hope so. I understand Arkham house is geing to bring out e smell volune
with & number of CASmith stories--maybe. It's a start, and zomething to look
forward to, snyway. Thanks muchly for the vhotostats, Roy. Sorry I coulda't
buy one of the ples at the time, I hope you're not retiring from illustrecir
for zood—after all, Finley and Bok have both just about seen their dsy, and
someone has to carry on the weird artistic work. T like your deceying non-
gters best of ell—how you get those mervelous effects is beyvond me.

Joe Fortisr: Sorry you Northern fellows didn't get the 1942 Couveatios.
You would probably have mede something out of it. As it is, when womeone
down here said “ie're soing to meke & motion picture of the Facificon commit-
tes in action,' comeone clss remarke! 'Hihy bother? 4 still of Dausherty will
show ezactly the same thing." But—so it gous, I puess.

Tom wright: Hure agree with vou about editors My exveriences i:ith
them have been the same as yours. I agree thet ‘'"Uulvers-" is ons of the best
stories this year, if not the bezt. You say that Doc Smith's writing is
"ertificial." I asgree, that the way it seems to me, too. But if he really
wrote as I think he is able to, 21l the readers would raise & howl e2d want
to know whet was teing put over on thei. For, ez I've mentioned elsewhere,

I think Z5Smith is really ven Vogt. Or, if he isn't =11 of van Vont, perhaps
he's half of him. Cempbell misht be the other half, maybs. Whet a combina-
tion! Thanks for the originel, Tom, And the preview of that Hunt vpic really
bowled the loceals over vhen I showed it around. I understend you do your
reproduction with only the mosti primitive of tools. TIf that's the cese, it
certainly shows what can be done with & very littls scuipment. Your repros
will stend up with eny in fandom
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Le: Vell, old cheprie, you finally knew what the “surprise" Iive been
talking ebout for months was., It certeinly must heve taken a lot of self-con-
trol for you not to telephone me, I kno, with 1l your enthuslasm for things
of this sort. 4s for fmz vs, pros, I can inform T% that such is definitely the
oese with you—fmz rete highest in 2ny circumstance, As for me, I don't havs
much prefsrence, It takes me so little time to read & full edition of either
that it really doesn't nmatter.

Now that :ildner has put FANFARE out in mimeogreph, he won't need thie tip,
but someonse else might use it, on hectographed magezines. Instead of typing
magters twice, in order to gzet enough copies, why not type one master with &
hecto ribbon and the other, et the seme time, with = hecto cerbon? The ides
just occurred to me, and 1t seems pr-ctienl enough.

How, just e few cuestions. Who put in the smzll envelope with the "for
photogravhs only™ typed on 1t? Gilbert, Unger, or Tucker? I know it must be
ons of you three, because those are the only three picea typewriters befors
Brazier, vho mentions it for the first time. Tom Wright, ere you the HDGIMEN
(Censored) individusl who put in the photo of a white bunny with the caption
"Rabid Fen"? And who enclosed & progrem of the #3t. Anre Spring Festival,®
featuring on the cover & pert-lookin;: demsel clad in very diaphanous robes?

o eddress 1s given on the prozram, and the only name that seems st all fam-
iliar is “Mprs. John Certer®! (Zey, zdgar, are ya lictenin'?) >

And now for the thing that has kept me aweke nights wondering how it
happened, When I received the bundle of letters from 4e, it was contained in
an envelope beerinzg en illustretion by Tom Wrisht ecross the front. This
envelope had not besen folded, as fer as I could tell., DMNow, it's eesy enough
for en envelope to get from TV to Le. But—here's the rub. 7Vhen Julie's
Denvention Issue of FFYT arrived, the envelope had & vaguely familiar look, I
investigated, and tore off the label Julie hed pasted on. There, in the
corner, was ths same printing that wes on the chein-letter envelope., Compari-
son proves that the two are identicel. No', how did that envelope come from
Julie, past Tucker, Brazier & Schumnunn, Hunt, Fortier, to Tom tho descided to
do.a picture on it, thence to scky and me? If someons doesn't tell me I'm
afraid my new address may be the Stete bug-house.

Someone wants to know if I plan to stzrt any more chain letters. To, I
don't, at least.not now, But, if nry one of the¢ ten others in this chain
wants to be ‘end men,' to stort out the letter @nd receive the results, I'l]
be glad to send the eadéress of the members of this ch-in, in the order in
vhich this letter went the rounds. 1I'd like to be & nember, but not the
originator, this time.

£1)1 I cen sy is that I think this chain was & mervelous success, and I
hope someone carries on with it. Suz sstions for future chains: linit the
number of pesges each person vrites; write on onion-skin paper; try to set a
time-1imit for each person to hold the letter.

So, until we meet azsin, whether in person or thiough 2 medium similar
to this, I remain,

Yours fuantastically, ///“

et

‘UA/» ;

Arthur Louis Jogue






